
Awatea 
Cabernets/Merlot ’21 
★★★★★
Positioned below its Coleraine stablemate in 
Te Mata’s hierarchy of Hawke’s Bay, claret-
style reds, Awatea is grown at Havelock 
North and in the Bullnose Vineyard, 
inland from Hastings. A blend of Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Merlot and Cabernet Franc, it 
is hand-harvested and matured for 15 to 18 
months in French oak barriques (partly new). 
Compared to Coleraine, in its youth Awatea 
is more seductive, more perfumed, and tastes 
more of sweet, ripe fruit, but it is more 
forward and slightly less concentrated. The 
wine can mature gracefully for many years, 
but is also typically delicious in its youth. The 
2021 vintage (5) is a blend of Cabernet 
Sauvignon (50 per cent), Merlot (36 per 
cent) and Cabernet Franc (14 per cent). Dark 
and purple-flushed, it is mouthfilling, with 
deep blackcurrant, berry and spice flavours, 
complex and savoury, finely tuned tannins 
and a very harmonious finish. An elegant, 
rich, distinctive red, it offers great value and 
should be at its best 2026+.
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